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The orientation of temples in Thailand and its possible relation with geomagnetic seculal
variation
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According to belief, a Buddha image should face east, and consequently temples should be oriented in that direction. Yet i
China and elsewhere, it has been shown that the actual orientation varies according to the time of construction. We measur:
the orientations of ancient large temples and their associated structures in Thailand constructed from 9th century to 17th centur
and found a similar tendency of the variation with that estimated in south-west Japan if we shift the time assuming the westwar
drift of geomagnetic field distribution. If it can be assumed that the orientation of these temples was determined using a magneti
compass, this variation should reflect the Earth’s magnetic field drifting over time in south-east Asia.
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