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Typochronological framework of and issues surrounding Kofun-period pottery based on
archaeological methods
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Pottery is the most important tool used as a chronological scale in archaeology and numerous chronological approaches ha
been undertaken. Because artifacts inscribed with the dates of their production are very rare, it is necessary to recognize the re
tive new/old temporal relations of artifacts when deciding the dates of sites and features. Archaeology has developed typochron
logical methods to decide the date of artifacts by comparing their morphology, patterns, production methods, etc. The potter
of the Kofun period has been the subject of particularly detailed typochronological analysis. In this presentation, the author will
present a brief overview of research on Kofun-period pottery and discuss the current state of the field by presenting a reconside
ation of various artifacts.

The pottery of the Kofun period can be divided into two main types. The first is Haji ware, which is earthenware native to the
archipelago that is low-fired in an oxidizing atmosphere. The second is Sue ware, which is stoneware high-fired in a reducing
atmosphere utilizing technology imported from the Korean peninsula. Haji ware is made by firing in an open flame; on the other
hand, Sue ware is fired in a tunnel kiln. While features for the firing of Haji ware are rarely found, Sue ware kilns are often
found throughout the Japanese archipelago. The Suemura kiln group is located among the Senboku hills in Osaka Prefecture a
is home to at least 854 kilns; it played an influential role as the center of Sue-ware production from the 5th century to the 9th
century.

The advantages of utilizing Sue ware as a typochronological yardstick are as follows: 1) Sue ware has highly standardize:
features compared with Haji ware, allowing us to specify the place of the production; 2) Sue ware produced in the Suemur:
kiln groups was supplied across almost the entire Japanese archipelago; and 3) locally produced products were morphologica
similar with those of the Suemura kiln group. Produced by specialized craftsmen, the typological evolution of Sue ware is readily
traceable, making it highly effective as a benchmark for relative dating over a wide area. The current typochronological frame-
work of Kofun-period pottery allows relative dating in 20 to 30 year increments.

Research on Sue-ware chronology showed impressive advancements from the 1950-60s and was generally established in
1980s. Various archaeological methods were tested, such as the new/old relationship comparison of typical artifacts from diffel
ent kilns, the examination of each firing stage within the kiln, and the comparison of the pottery, itself. These typochronological
methods are called relative dating in archaeology. Advances in relative dating based on the typochronology of pottery hav
greatly improved our understanding of the absolute dates of the Kofun period. Absolute dates have been applied to relativ
chronologies by crosschecking the latter with limited numbers of inscribed artifacts and sites whose construction dates can b
confirmed. Since the 1990s, dendrochronology has been utilized in Japan and in recent years its use in calibrating Carbon-:
dates has proved helpful in establishing the absolute dates of each phase of the period. Syntheses of this data have proven usi
in securing highly reliable dates for the Kofun period, despite the lack of written materials. Archaeological dating is continuously
being updated by the emergence of new artifacts and the development of new methods.

Research on the pottery of the Kofun period has entered a new stage since the beginning of this millennium, bolstered b
1) critical reexamination of Sue-ware typochronology and 2) an increase in high-quality artifacts and debates over our under
standing of absolute dates. In this presentation, the author will introduce recent research on Kofun-period pottery and discus
methodological problems.
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