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Toward the next generation Venus exploration
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The next phase of Venus exploration is going to start, given the successful completion of Venus Express and the continuous
accumulation of results from Akatsuki. Three Venus missions were newly approved by ESA and NASA this year, and India
and Russia are also promoting their Venus missions. Venus science is gaining momentum again toward around 2030. In
Japan, discussions on the scientific objectives of the next Venus mission are progressing, and several Venus orbiter concepts
are being studied. Exploration by entry probes is also discussed. Based on this situation, we are considering to establish a
Venus exploration research group (RG) to study the roadmap of Venus exploration from both science and engineering per-
spectives. In this presentation, we will report the status of the study.
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